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ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH

The Evangelical Lutheran Church In America

1453 Staley Road, Church Office 716-773-4400  

Pastor Adam Arends

Child Care Center 716-773-9249

www.StTimothygrandisland.com

All are welcome to join us for our 

SERVICES: 9:30 AM indoor every Sunday

Sunday School at 9:30 AM

BIBLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

1650 Love Road (Just off Beaver Island Pkwy.)  
716-773-7303   

Pastor: Rev. Kevin M. Backus, Ph. D.
Assistant Pastor: 

Rev. David Joonkyung Chi, M.Div. 
www.biblepres.org

Sunday School-Classes for all ages ............9:30am
Worship Service ................................................ 10:45am
     (Nursery, Children’s Church)
Evening Worship Service ................................ 6:00pm
Wednesday 
AWANA - 3 yrs old thru Gr 8 during school year... ...
     6:30pm-8:15pm
24/7 program for Sr. High youth .6:30pm-8:15pm
Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ...................... 7:00pm

BIBLE FELLOWSHIP 

CENTER

Rev. Calvin VanderMey 

 www.bfcgi.org

Regular Service at Bible Fellowship.....8:30 & 10:15am
Men’s Bible Study - Wednesdays ................10:00am
Prayer and Bible Study - Wednesdays  .......6:30pm
Precept Bible Study - Thursdays ................... 8:15am

CROSSRIVER TABERNACLE
2920 Grand Island Blvd. 
Pastor: Michael Chorey

Facebook Services: CrossRiver Tabernacle

Sunday Morning Worship Service ...............10:00am
  (Nursery and Children’s Church Provided)
Sunday Evening Service  ................................... 6:30pm
Saturday “The Last Trump” WDCX 99.5.. 8:30-9:30pm
Saturday “Cross Eyed Radio” WDCX 99.5.. 9:30-10:30pm

TRINITY CHURCH 
GRAND ISLAND

“Welcome Home”
2100 Whitehaven Road, Grand Island, NY

Pastor: Kevin Slough

Join us in Worship

Informal Worship  .................................. Sundays at 8am 
Worship  ..................................................Sundays at 10am
Online Worship  ...............www.trinitygrandisland.org     
    Branches Youth Groups*
    Rooted Children’s Groups*
    Adult Bible Studies*
*Please go to our website for details...

www.TrinityGrandIsland.org

Believe + Belong + Build

Believe in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
Belong to the Lord Jesus with your whole heart and soul
Build on your relationship with Jesus through worship, 
prayer and service

SHARE YOUR MESSAGE IN 
OUR CHURCH DIRECTORY 

CALL 716-773-7676

A Memoriam for 
Ann Keener Lanier

Saturday June 20, 11:00am
First Presbyterian Church

505 Cayuga Street, 
Lewiston, NY 14092

A memoriam will be held
 for Ann Keener Lanier
Who passed away on 

March 6, 2026.
Mrs. Lanier lived for 35 years

 in Lewiston NY where she 
and husband John Lanier 

raised their children, 
Alice Lanier Eskind and

 John Lanier III (Jack).
She was active in the 

Niagara Falls Country Club,
First Presbyterian Church, 

and Sisters of PEO.

Her obituary announcement 
can be viewed at:

https://.www.williamsonmemo-
rial.com/obituaries/ann-lanier

Grand IslandGrand Island

Town Board authorizes supervisor to purchase splash pad
BY ALICE GERARD
Senior Contributing Writer

The Grand Island Town Board 
at its June 1 meeting authorized 
Supervisor Peter Marston to 
sign a contract for the purchase 
of a splash pad from Vortex , a 
splash pad manufacturer, for 
$708,806.41. The vote was 3-1, 
with the dissenting vote coming 
from Councilman Dan Kilmer. 
Marston was listed as excused 
from the meeting.

This vote came after extensive 
discussion, which centered on a 
number of issues, including the 
amount of money it would take 

to fully fund the project, a poten-
tial private donor, cost increas-
es, and the option for additional 
grant money.

Kilmer explained, “I’m not 
against the splash pad. I’m 
against using taxpayer money 
if we don’t have to. We have an 
individual who may be willing 
to pick up the tab, and we could 
vote on it next month. Maybe 
in 30 days, we’ll get a commit-
ment.”

Kilmer also mentioned the 
purchase price is more than the 
$477,000 left over from a $1.1 

million grant to the Grand Is-
land Miracle League, which has 
a baseball diamond and a play-
ground that have been adapted 
for use by children with special 
needs.

Deputy Town Supervisor Tom 
Digati pointed out that the grant 
money was intended to be used 
for the splash pad: “We’ve got 
money. To walk away from grant 
money would be a mistake.”

“My No. 1 concern is giving 
grant money back,” Council-
woman Rhonda Diehl said. “We 
just sat with fi ve different com-
panies to interview for grants, 
and every single one of those 
grant writers said the very worst 
thing you could ever do is to 
give money back and not fulfi ll 
a project because they’re count-
ing on your community to do 
what you’re saying you’re going 
to do.”

Elaine O’Neill, the town’s 
grant writer, is “working on ex-
ploring other options for grants 
to fi ll the gap,” Diehl said.

“I agree (with Diehl),” Digati 

said. “Leave no stone unturned 
with respect to trying to get oth-
er opportunities for this to get 
paid for. For the time being, if we 
can take what was bonded, and 
I think this dates back to 2021, 
when we got the grant from Erie 
County. Between the $1.3 mil-
lion that was bonded back then 
and the $85,000, which is going 
to come out of the recreation 
fund, which is not money that 
is contributed to from the tax 
levy. Your tax money, what you 
pay in property taxes, doesn’t go 
toward that. It’s a separate fund. 
We’re bridging that gap to get 
a functional splash pad without 
anything other than the money 
we anticipated spending.”

“We’re supposed to use that 
money for parks and recre-
ation,” Councilman Jose Garcia 
said. “I can’t think of a better 
way to do it at this point, other 
than a splash pad that’s ready to 
be integrated and people have 
been talking about for years. We 
can all agree that we don’t like 
how we got here, that we had 

to learn from the fi re hose from 
the past month. We can do this 
the right way. We do have a path 
forward.

“I do understand that this 
thing is scalable. It’s fully func-
tional and scalable. We can hold 
tight. We’re going to build this 
bare-bones thing and hope it’s 
the catalyst that encourages 
the donor to follow through 
and seize the enthusiasm from 
our town on how they can be 
helping our community. I think 
it’s important to send that mes-
sage.”

“We know that $700,000 
doesn’t get us the whole proj-
ect,” Kilmer said. “This is a mil-
lion-dollar project at the end of 
the day if we do it right. I went 
past one in Tonawanda today. 
They have all these white lounge 
chairs. I don’t want to halve this 
by spending only $700,000. If the 
individual commits to $600,000, 
we could have it all.”

Diehl said, “It’s my under-
standing, and let’s clarify this, 
the splash pad goes down and 
this additional work and the ad-
ditional amenities can be added 
to afterward. It’s not going to 
damage anything done.”

One of the reasons for the in-
crease in costs is the proposed 
location for the splash pad. 

Digati explained, “One of the 
things that drove the cost in-
crease ended up by being place-
ment. This thing is anticipated 
to go where the old ice rink was 
at Veterans Park. The issue was 
it was an ice rink that was fi lled 
in with fi ll, which wasn’t stable, 
which added signifi cant cost to 
the installation of this thing, to 
make sure we didn’t put it in to 
have it cave in because it wasn’t 
put on a solid base. Is that the 
best place for it? No, but we are 
where we are.”

An artist’s rendering of a splash pad to be installed near Grand Island Memorial Library and Veterans Park. (Submitted)
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